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Remarks 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner^s finding that Claims 18-30 comprise allowable 
subject matter. 

Claim Objections 

Applicants have amended Claims 22, 31 and 35 to correct the informalities noted by the 
Examiner, namely modifying "comer blocks" to "comer blocks", "visual foundation beams" to 
"visible foundation beams", and "calling beams" to "ceiling beams". 

The Rejection of Claims 31-35 under 35 U.S.C. S103(a) 

The Examiner rejected Claims 31-35 under 35 U.S.C, § 103(a) as being obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made in view of the teachings of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,085,476 (Jantzi et al), and/or U.S. Patent Nos. 6,035,586 (Leslie et al.) and 
U.S. Patent No. 4,620,404 (Rizk). More specifically, the Examiner indicated that Jantzi et al. 
disclose modular wall blocks having vertically oriented apertures therethrough (38) and 
assembled such as to define vertical ducts in an assembled wall, Rizk illustrates a modular 
building which can be expanded to define a second story. Applicant respectfully traverses the 
rejection. 
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Jantzi et al. do not disclose, teach or suggest solid modular wall blocks having vertically 
oriented apertures through the blocks themselves, which blocks may be assembled so as to define 
vertical ducts for passing wall rods therethrough. 

Indeed, Jantzi et al. disclose a plurality of polystyrene blocks for forming a pair of walls 
between which a filler material, such as concrete, may be poured to form a wall therebetween. 
The polystyrene blocks are assembled to form interior and exterior walls. An opening 38 is 
formed between the interior and exterior walls. Filler material, such as concrete, is poured 
between the opening 38 to form a solid wall. Jantzi et al. do not disclose blocks comprising 
vertically oriented apertures in the blocks themselves. The apertures and/or opening described 
by Jantzi et al. refers to that space formed between an interior and exterior polystyrene walls, not 
apertures disposed in the blocks themselves for passing wall rods therein. Hence, Jantzi et al. 
disclose blocks which may be adhered to one another by means of adhesives, tapes and/or a 
compression force provided by rod and tightening bracket means passing between the two wall 
forms as illustrated in Figures IC and 2. 

In view of the fact that the references do not collectively disclose, teach or suggest each 
and every element of independent Claim 31, Applicant respectfully submits that independent 
Claim 31, and those claims depending therefrom, are non-obvious. 

Withdrawal of the rejection is courteously requested. 
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Conclusion 

For the reasons set forth above, Applicant respectfully submits that the above-identified 
application is now in condition for allowance, which action is courteously requested. 



Respectfully submitted 



S. Peter Konzel, Esq. 
Registration No. 53,152 
CUSTOMER NO. 24041 
Simpson & Simpson, PLLC 
5555 Main Street 
Williamsville,NY 14221-5406 
Telephone No. 716-626-1564 
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Dated: March 1,2004 
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